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Judge clears father in baby’s death

By STEVE B, SWENS(N
Ualifwiblann sbill ayites
Chargred of  mwedbrdng Wy Infnnt s
werd dizeolssod meainat a Bultsnwillow mnon
Tueselay by & Sopertor Court Judgo who
Fuled theee wasn't enobgh mvldince even to
send the dike’ 1o W tiry
tid been chacged
with anaking to death Wi 8nemtb-ald aom,
Michasl Allen Bruce, on Aug, 1
wept Indreliel and  hgdged . his
attovrimy, Wilani J. Routsls 11 of Bakers
fighd, After wpending wix - monthy oo jail,
- Wag released Tuesddy ayvening

Superior Cowrk
Judipn Guey, T, Frled-
ian dismtesed e cose
junt - before: fnal argo-
nsents weEre G- b pre
sientod to/the Jiry

Routhle sald, “We
il oved THE noceiee e
vond b doubil T nEally _‘
fee! olated Jmitice wdd
Jone " r
He mald after the Jidge's deciglon, which
he desoribad o “rard!” in aomurder: case.
he wanl oullde the courtroom Where ha

encoundored tha jurord.

"Tha women were hugnlhg me; G moon
werd sfinking my hapd, Somee snld the
wirtdd | hirve nover: convieted '

'vo nover felt 80 much warmith In my (e’

Friedman ruled thers wus (nsulficient
evidenoe presenled in the foo-wiel Lrinl

Rinitals" primary argument waa, bised
on'expert testirnony I would tikie st landd 35
te 20 minutes for the chilbd 16 dio. Bot the
ehlld's mather, Salirlng Brucs, 19, Westifisd

wig with the Biby' Jess than 15
mimidea before emergenry crews arrived
nnd detesmined e by wisd fod respond-

g o pevival etforta,

Une witness estimated il
bave beem with Uw baby for a half-bour
before the emorgency crewn wero called,

Laepuity. Listzies Attacney Siira Q. Byals
argucd that Jurdes whould hiive béen al-
fownd ta constder the crodibliity of Bruce
and other withessss in determilning whether
the mivder charde will proved beyoand o
remdonabie dould

But: Routein replled the prosecutlon's
cuse leludad [he tagtbiony of Bruce, aid
her testhmony, In conjinetion. with $he
inodical experts, cleared Wi elient
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