- WADLS TR DEMIOCRAT
“ PLACERVILLE — A forensic doctor hired

B e chefferse veam todd juron
Thirschay that he thinks the final blow that
ended Edward Ortega’s life resubeed from a fll
10 the ground rather than a sedpehammcs
strike — contradicting what a similar expert
estified to carber.

Dr. Divid Posey, a retired malitary cokond
with upwand of 3,500 autofses on his résume
through has caroer & a pathologist, said the
hinged dasll fracture that Oriega sustained,
that ended his bfe within sooonds, was miost
Tty recerved from a fieroe oollison with a
gravel-covered wrface.

*1 don't think 3 human beng could pm-
vide enough energy 1o cawre the fracture with
{the handle of the Sedpchamimer),” Poscy s

Poscy and D, Curtis Fallins, a forensc
pathokogia whao conductod a primary autopsy
o Ohvtega in the Sacramento Courty
Coroner's Office, both agrend that Ohvtega
recervex] multiple blowa 1o the head froam the
harstle crud of the 25 }\1||.|'-|. OTAnge \L‘ﬂrr
Tarmrer, and that a beow 1o the dhun casal

the doull fracture,

*1 the handie of the maBet did cawse the
Bractune, vou wosuld be abie to soe pattern
prarkoy” Posey sl He wid the mgury to
Ortiogea’s chim wen ol conastent with the sur-
B of the maliet

Last week Risllin testified that the fatal
fracturc’s being, camad by a fall was posalble
. kb lmliﬂy. and that Ortepa woulkd have 1o
* burve fallen on & ook or a ool

Pumey, who made his detormination

through viewing, 1600 autopsy photos, cnt-
- cimedd Folline” suopsy ob.
= Posey, owmer of a privair pathology [ausd
nom in Lios Angeles, sakd he would hove imade
mmnﬂmphhu:hmukwdy

“He’s just a good, honest guy.....

Ninety percent of the time he
never even charged me for
diagnosing my cars.”
Majad Eslami
South Lake Tahos car salesman

Ontega’s death, cluming the intonacated Ortega
pualledd a utility knife on him al Sihver
Fork Road ranch near Kyburs, where Ortega
had bon ernphoyd asa brck lover.

The former South Lake Tahoe auto shop
CPTICT 1% h_'[:'.t'_ trwxd oy g‘]'l.ll'&;"hlr' Ik
manslughiter among other keser charges that
inclisde ||'m:l,|.| .d:.{um.d of a body and Failure o
netify the coroner of a death, He -I!ll'}'}ﬂ-!'\ tricd
b el the buschy, nsade a packap tru k that
wits paasdiod aner an e mbunkment, 3 few mies
froem his ranch m an attermgpd 10 miake the
dizath kook acodental

Wilnowes iy Tuts o capacty for
vichence attorney, Willoun Rawatas, this
wirk callad soveral witnesses whio descnibed
hiis rrsechuanie cemt as & mikd- manmered, gentle
s o s never ot s temger

“He's a bigs ey brar,” sad Jarmes
Conmneann, a Thuckee peweler who has known

fior 14 years. “He's very casygoang and a
very decent gune

“1t's just hard for me to bebieve that he's
done what he's been charped with”

“In the 10 years 've known him | have
mever soen him et angry; said Magad Esbarni,
a South Lake Tahos car salesman wha ofien
T his wehackes diuggnosed by

*He's just a good, honest gy, Esarm sl
*Minety peroenit of the fime be never oven
charped me for dugnosing my cns”

Eslami akso rocalled one dnouemetance n
wiach one ol macchanics accdentally
bracked into one of his vehackes at the shop,

B just said, Hey, it's an pccident” If
that was rmy employee, | prnh-lblrmid

hﬂtlnhuugu. Edamisad. 0 Lo

heart and was actiely imvolved in charity work
within the Tahoe community.

well and that he never yelled or argued with
patrons of the business, All of the witnesses

“We worked with the woman's center
i Ty el e
Marshall said. “Even though & didn't charpe
theerm, e still paid ws for our bbor” :

Marshall added that handles hirreef

said they did not believe is capable of
violence. In addition o character, the
defimse has built its sclf-ddfonse case arcind
wictim Ortega’s viokent past. On Tisesday, an
Arizona man testified as to having has nose
beoken when Ortega attacked him with a car
fack in 1975, The now retired postal worker
sased Oretega trieed to pick a fight with him after
mistaking his vehicle for one that had earlier
cut himn oll

The man told the jury that in addition 1o
assauslting him, he almost assaulted his
pregnant wife, who was nearly struck by
part of the jack that went flying when
(rtega swung it.

T witreess was one of five allowed by
Superior Court Judge Fddie T, Keller w testify
on Ortega's past.
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